
VOTING INFORMATION FROM GRACE (Genesee Residents for Animal Control Evolution)

District 1: 
Omar Sims (votes against the animals every time) is the current Commissioner. Sims chose to run for a dif-
ferent office this year, so he is vacating his Commissioner seat. Voters were wildly successful and voted for
Bryant Nolden to replace Sims by a large margin in the August election. Bryant Nolden is a compassionate
person who we believe will work hard to improve GCAC. Mr. Nolden does have a Republican opponent
(Brenda Battle Jordan) to now face in the November election. and he will need voter support. If you know
anyone who lives in District 1, please ask them to be sure to vote for Bryant Nolden.

District 2: 
Brenda Clack is running unopposed. She is not an animal advocate. She will automatically be reelected. 

District 3: 
Jamie Curtis won his seat by beating Danny Wells in the August election. Commissioner Curtis has been
trying hard to make improvements at GCAC but cannot get anything done without 4 more votes. The great
news is that he does not have opposition in November. He will automatically be elected! Great job District 3
voters!

District 4: 
John Northrup (votes against the animals ever time) will run against Jack Walker. We do not believe either
of these candidates are animal advocates, and we expect John Northrup to win the election easily. GRACE
will not be getting involved in this race at all.

District 5: 
Mark Young is the current Commissioner. Commissioner Young has been the longest and most dedicated
advocate for our cause. He has spent hundreds of hours working on this issue. Commissioner Young has
personally spoken to the leadership at successful shelters from other areas of our state. Young also set up
the original Citizens Advisory Panel with the vision of the residents of the County working with the Board
and the shelter to collaborate and bring positive change to GCAC. Commissioner Young is running against
Matt Telliga in the November election. GRACE met with Mr. Telliga last week. He represents himself as a
compassionate person who would like change too, but he has had no opportunity to demonstrate this. Mark
Young has proven his commitment over and over. He already knows that Stepheni Lazar is not a leader, he
voted against hiring her earlier this year. We know with 100% certainty that if Mark Young is reelected, he
will be an advocate for the animals. Mark Young is a Democrat, and Matt Telliga is a Republican. District 5
is the only District in Genesee County that has a heavy Republican voter bloc. Mark Young will need voter
support. If you know anyone who lives in District 5, please ask them to be sure to vote for Mark Young on
November 4th.

District 6: 
Commissioner Tony Brown is running completely unopposed. Commissioner Brown is an advocate for the
animals. We are thrilled that he will be automatically reelected in November! 

District 7: 
Mike Lynch won his seat by beating two other candidates in August election. Mike Lynch loves dogs and is
an advocate for animals. The great news is that he does not have opposition in November. He will automat-
ically be elected!
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District 8: 
Ted Henry is running unopposed. He is not an animal advocate. He once stated at a Board meeting that he
feels GCAC is a 5 star establishment. At a recent Board meeting, he wanted to know what the “minimum
standards” that GCAC had to meet. Ted Henry will automatically be reelected.

District 9: 
Pegge Adams, the Commissioner most responsible for the terrible conditions that persist at GCAC, won the
August election by only 40 votes. She is being challenged by Jim Slezak in November. Mr. Slezak is a
compassionate person who would be a huge improvement over Pegge Adams. He has strong leadership
skills and he has experience as a State Representative. Pegge Adams has several important advantages
coming into this election. She is the incumbent, she is UAW endorsed and receives funding from them, and
she is the Democratic candidate. Except for District 5, Genesee County tends to vote for Democrats. Jim
Slezak will need a ton of help in order for him to win this race. Oh, but if he does, what a victory that would
be!

So to summarize, 5 of the 9 races are already decided. In those 5 districts, we have 3 animal advocates,
so we are in good shape. But we absolutely need to have at least two more good candidates win in the
remaining 4 races. We don’t have any hope for District 4, so that leaves only District 1, District 5 and
District 9. Bryant Nolden is expected to win District 1 pretty easily. He is very well known and respected in
the community, he is endorsed by the UAW, and he is the Democratic candidate. We never count our
chickens before they are hatched, but we do not think Bryant Nolden needs much of our help. 

This means we are going to spend most of our time and resources helping Mark Young in District 5 and
Jim Slezak in District 9 in any way they need. We will absolutely need volunteers to spend time going door
to door handing out flyers and talking with people. We will also need people to drive mailbox to mailbox
delivering flyers. You can help with these things even if you do not live in these districts. You don’t even
need to live in Genesee County to do it. Please let us know if you would like to be involved. Just 3 hours of
your time will make a huge impact. The candidates will be gearing up for campaigning very soon!

 


